In 1888 there was in Iowa only one third
party convention, which was held at Marshall-
town in June and at which it was agreed to put
a straight ticket in the field for the State elec-
tion. The leaders were Weller, Gillette, and
Sovereign, and there was considerable discus-
sion over the endorsement of Weaver and
Anderson for their action in Congress: Weller
opposed the endorsement of the latter who had
been elected as an Independent Eepublican.
Several Iowa men were prominent in the Na-
tional Union Labor convention held at Cincin-
nati in May. Among them were Gillette, Caine,
Weller, and W. H. Bobb. Apparently Weaver
did not attend either the State or national con-
vention. Probably he did not wish to be away
from Congress during the debate upon the Mills
Bill in which he took a great deal of interest.
The vote at the State election showed a falling
off of over 5000 from that of 1887.288

There was mention of General Weaver as a
candidate for the United States Senate in 1888
to succeed James F. Wilson whose term expired
in 1889, The Washington correspondent of
The Iowa State Register was described by a
contemporary as bringing out Weaver as a can-
didate, and it was added that "the big'and the
little organs of the republican party will en-
gage in unceasing warfare upon Weaver, his
senatorial ambitions and his proposed cam-